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[Abstract)

This paper analyzes the reasons for the small number and short tenure
of civilian Ministers of National Defense in Taiwan from the perspective
of the two national defense laws. The analysis reveals that the authority
of the Minister of National Defense surpassed that of the Chief of the
General Staff after the implementation of the two national defense laws. In
addition, with the rank of Chief of Staff now limited to three-star general,
the position of Minister of National Defense has become the new goal for
high-ranking uniformed officer. Furthermore, a capable civilian Minister of
National Defense is seen as a rival, leading to potential efforts to exclude
him. In addition, the Minister of National Defense is to play the role of the
officer conducting the exercise of the Han Kuang exercises since the time of
President Chen Shui-bian, as a sign of the achievements of democratization
and the implementation of civilian control. However, it is a special situation
that has not occurred in other democratic nations and thus warrants
reconsideration. Moreover, the predominance of uniformed personnel in the
Ministry of National Defense may also be a factor preventing the creation
and long-term appointment of the Minister of National Defense with civilian

backgrounds.
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